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Abstract 
The purpose of this research is to determine  the effects of socio –economic and culturel factors in which the students at 5th grade
in primary school have on the self efficacy perception related to reading comprehension. Descriptive  searching method has been
applied and likert scale has been used for this research. The schools under responsibility of Siirt National Education department
were the subject to this research which are  Mehmetcik and ùehit Polis Hayrettin ùiúman primary schools having different socio –
economic and culturel areas. 5th grade students from both schools are included in this sample.In credibility analysis, 27 –item-
scale’s reliability factor is  found as 0.88. Finally, according to the findings the comments are offers will be given. 
Keywords: Reading comprehension; self efficancy perception; socio-culturel factors. 
1. Introduction 
Reading is an active process which increases the humans’ knowledge capacity, shapes their opinions and beliefs 
and gives them identity. This process is an intellectual activity in which individuals’ biologic, psychological, 
physical features are working in harmony. There is “comprehending” aim under this activity. 
The aim of reading is to comprehend reading and thanks to this way, improve comprehension skills. Reading 
comprehension requires inferring from written material and comprehending details and it is one of the basic 
language skills which should be gained by the students from the very beginning of primary schools (Rose and 
others. 2000: 55).Reading comprehension skill relies on readers’ knowing and perceiving symbols on written 
language, language knowledge, intellectual ability and worldly ability. Furthermore; the reader’s willing, interest, 
judges, targets for reading and the place reading occurs affect on reading comprehension. 
Reading comprehension realizes the reading. It is so complicated, fast and involves several ordinary consistent 
and coherent skills. Reading comprehension which seems easy and enjoyable for fluent readers is also high level 
understanding skills (Grabe & Stoller, 2002: 29).It can be defined as an active process which involves both 
information on the text and reader’s comments and configures the messages writer wants to convey as a logical 
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(Radoyevic, 2006: 14).Reading comprehension, the main target of reading process is described as a complicated 
process and  requires reader’s active, conscious and cognitive efforts. It is a dynamic process related to reader’s 
background information, aim to read, types and nature of text (Kent, 2002: 22).This process realizes thanks to 
cognitive thinking which provides relation among thinking process, content of the text, reader’s background 
information, expectation and aim for reading. According to this, the target on reading comprehension is to improve 
and configure reader’s thinking development (Block, 2004: 2). It requires interpretation of words with encoding fast, 
skills to determine main idea in the text, using the time effectively in a limited time for readers who are assumed to 
have fluent reading skills to understand the text (Grabe & Stoller, 2002: 14). If students can understand and interpret 
what they read, their reading habits and their self confidence on reading comprehension, in other words; their self 
efficacy perceptions improve. 
In addition to Bandura’s (1986) social learning theory, one of the concepts which is always searched and 
discussed is self efficacy . Bandura (1986 :391) defined self efficacy as  individual organizes necessary activities to 
display particular performance and individuals’ self judgment on his capability to do it successfully. Furthermore; 
Bandura qualifies self efficacy as an individual perception about the skill related to fulfilling a task (Bandura, 1986: 
391).Belief in self efficacy contains students evaluating their skills to perform a task and determining the subject 
which they have difficulty to learn.  
There is meaningful relationship between high and low success. Individuals having high success believe 
themselves to perform their task successfully owing to their skills. However; individuals having low success aren’t 
sure themselves to perform any task and this reflects on their behaviors. The main features of students who have 
high self efficacy perception are to their being active and involved in learning activities. The students who have high 
self efficacy perception are more eager, persistent and patient than students having low self efficacy perception in 
academic subject. When they encounter with difficulties about lessons, while students having high self efficacy are 
studying a lot, students having low self efficacy generally don’t complete their task. Research results show that self 
efficacy has a motivational structure which effects personal beliefs about emotional, cognitive and sensual 
development. Bandura(1986:120)claims that there is positive relationship between self efficacy and student’s 
learning. Researcher finds that the students who have a high self efficacy have a better performance than low self 
efficacy students .Level of self efficacy is personal and it has a relationship between student’s performances. 
Reading comprehension is a skill accepted both the basic and result of the reading process. When people have a 
good reading comprehension, they read a lot and enjoy reading so the number and quality of their learning and 
comprehending increase. As a result of this their self confidence and self efficacy related to reading comprehension 
are improved. Reading comprehension which is taught at school is the most crucial academic skill related to literacy, 
it is also a skill comprehending different text deeply with the help of their experience (Mastropieri & Scruggs, 1997: 
198).
Pressley and Afflerback (1995) claims that while proficient readers read a text, they behave strategically and they 
integrate multiple strategy to understand the text .Especially multiple strategy approach requires facility to increase 
learning like questions, reminding words and clues. Multiple strategy approach increasing reading comprehension 
includes: 
Incentive strategies for students (strategies to increase learning) guiding strategies for teachers self organizing 
strategies (strategies incenting  the students to control their  learning process with being aware of their cognitive 
skills) (Durham, 2006: 65) Self efficacy is a motivational structure which increases learning. Teaching students to be 
self organizing readers increase being aware of reading process with helping to develop their self control and self 
organizing skills. (Harris, 1982, Akt: Durham,2006: 65). 
Self organizing basically includes four areas: 
self instruction (self instruction skills when confronted with an academic task and subject) 
determining the aim(individual’s determining aims skills to perform a task) 
self observing(individual’s self observing skills during the process of learning) 
self contribution( self contribution skills to complete an academic task) 
If a student is good at these four areas, his/her self efficacy improves on the same way and individuals have a self 
confidence about reading comprehension. 
Consequently, when self efficacy concept is taught to students, it is regarded as a notable factor which contributes 
the development of student’s reading comprehension skills. 
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2. Method 
It is applied to figurative search method to find how socio economic and cultural factors have an effect on 
5.grades students’ reading comprehension self efficacy perception. Poll and data collection are used for this. Before 
preparing the poll, the surveys which are made in domestic and abroad related to reading comprehension are 
utilized. As a result of these researches, fivefold scale in the types of Likert is prepared. It has got two parts. In the 
first part there are questions about student’s socio economic and cultural conditions. In the second part there are 35 
question items which aims to find the level of student’s reading comprehension self efficacy perception. Scale is 
prepared in the types of five Likert including ‘I am not sure’, ‘I am sure a little’, ‘I am sure a little more’, ‘I am 
pretty sure’,’ I am completely sure. Experts views are taken into consideration while it is developed. After scale’s 
items are improved, scale’s credibility and validity are tested. It is applied to the expert’s opinions to provide scale’s 
extent validity. With the help of experts’ opinions and after the correction, the scale’s form gets prepared .It is 
applied to 500 students from 9 schools who are 5th grade in Siirt and have different socio economic conditions to 
find the scale’s validity and credibility. In credibility analysis ,35 –item-scale’s cronbach alpha credibility factor  is 
determined as 0.90. After the items whose factor ‘s weight under 0,350 are omited with the aim of determining  
scale’s structure credibility ,27 –item- scale’s credibility factor is  found as 0.88. The schools which are under the 
responsibility of National Educational Department of Siirt are used as a research area.Mehmetcik and ùehit Polis 
Hayrettin ùiúman primary schools which are situated in different socio –economic and culturel areas are chosen as a 
sample. 5th grade students from both schools are included in this sample. After the students’ polls which are filled 
wrong and incomplete are excluded, the rest 365 students views are evaluated. Post-hoc LSD is used during multiple 
comparison methods like average, standard deviation, unrelated groups t-test, one way variance analysis to analyze 
data which are solved with the help of SPSS 13.0 program. While using it, meaningfulness level is taken as 05. 
3. Findings 
Table 1. According to Gender
Grups N Percent Mean  Std. Dev.  F t df p
Female  165 45,2 4,41 ,41 
Male  200 54,8 4,26 ,50 
2,85 3,11 363 ,00 
As it is seen from the table, according to research results, there are notable differences among 5. grade students’ 
views about self efficacy perception related to reading comprehension in favor of female students according to 
gender(p=0,00<0,05)
Table 2. According To Their Having Library At Home
Grups N Percent Mean  Std. Dev.  F t df p
Yes  287 78,6 4,35 ,46 
No  78 21,4 4,25 ,47 
1,62 
1,56 363 
,11 
As it is seen from the table, according to research results, there is not any notable difference among 5. grade 
students' views about self-efficacy perception related to reading comprehension according to their having library at 
home(p=0,11<0,05).  
Table 3. According To Buying Newspaper And Journal
Grups N Percent Mean  Std. Dev.  F t df p
Yes  250 68,5 4,39 ,43 
No  115 31,5 4,19 ,51 
,23 
3,77 363 
,00 
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As it is seen from the table, according to research results, there are notable differences among 5. grade students' 
views about their self-efficacy perception related to reading  comprehension according to buying newspaper and 
journal, and this difference is in favor of  children whose families buy newspaper and journal(p=0,00<0,05). 
Table 4. According To Their Living Quarters
Grups N Percent Mean  Std. Dev.  F t df p
Rented House 190 52,1 4,37 ,43 
Kendi Evi 175 47,9 4,27 ,49 
6,33 
2,03 363 ,04 
As it is seen from the table, according to research results, there are notable differences among 5. grade students' 
views about their self-efficacy perception related to reading  comprehension according to their living quarters, and 
this difference is in favor of students who live in a rented house(p=0,04<0,05). 
Table 5. According To The Number Of Their Siblings
Resource of Variance Sum of Squares df Mean Square F P*
Between Grups 1,80 5 ,36 
Within Grups 77,93 359 
Total 79,73 364 
,21 
1,65 ,14 
After examining the average of students' grades which they get from the polls, it is found that students who have 
five or more than five brothers or sisters have low grades about their self-efficacy perception related to reading 
comprehension. According to research result, there are not notable differences among 5. grade students' views about 
their self-sufficiency perception related to reading  comprehension according to the number of their 
siblings(p=0,14Z>0,05). 
Table 6. According To Their Family's Occupation
Resource of Variance Sum of Squares df Mean Square F P* Resource of Variance LSD P  
Between Grups 3,10 4 ,77 
Within Grups 76,63 360 
Total 79,73 364 
,21 
3,64 ,00 Civil Servant-Doctor 
Civil Servant -Memur 
 Civil Servant –Security Guard 
,05 
,00 
,01 
The average grade of students' reading comprehension self-efficacy perception whose family's job is independent 
business is less than the students whose family's job is other occupational group(X=4,16). 
As it is seen from the table, according to research results, there are notable differences among 5. grade students' 
views about their self-sufficiency perception related to reading  comprehension according to their family's 
occupation (p=0,00<0,05). Post-Hoc LSD Test is used to find out whether there is any difference in children's 
opinion related to their family's occupation. In the consequence of this test, it is found that there are notable 
differences in students' self-efficacy perception related to reading comprehension between doctors', civil servants', 
security guards' children and self employed people's children. 
Table 7. According To Their Level Of Income
Resource of Variance Sum of Squares df Mean Square F P* Resource of Variance LSD P 
Between Grups 1,63 3 ,54 
Within Grups 78,10 361 
Total 79,73 364 
,21 
2,52 ,05 1000 TL’den Az-1000 - 1500 TL ArasÕ
1000 TL’den Az-1500 - 2000 TL ArasÕ
1000 TL’den Az-2000 TL ve Üzeri 
,05 
,00 
,01 
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As it is seen from the table, that the average grade of students' self-efficacy perception related to reading 
comprehension whose parents' income is less than 1000 TL is less than the children whose parents' income is more 
than 1000 TL(X=4,11). 
As it is seen from the table, according to research results, there are notable differences among 5. grade students' 
views about their reading  comprehension self-efficacy perception according to their level of income(p=0,05<0,05). 
Post-Hoc LSD Test is used to find out whether there is any difference in children's opinion related to their 
families' level of income. In the consequence of this test, it is fount that there are notable differences in students' 
reading comprehension self-efficacy perception between students whose families' level of income is more than 1000 
TL  and students whose families' level of income is less than 1000TL. 
Table 8. According To Their Habit Of Reading
Resource of Variance Sum of Squares df Mean Square F P* Resource of Variance LSD P 
Between Grups 5,09 2 2,54 12,34 ,00 Always -Sometimes 
Always – Seldom 
,05 
,00 Within Grups 74,64 362 ,20 
Total  79,73 364 
The average grade of students' self-efficacy perception related to reading comprehension who read seldom or 
sometimes is less than who read always(X=4,52). 
As it is seen from the table, according to research results, there are notable differences among 5. grade students' 
views about their self-efficacy perception related to reading  comprehension according to their habit of 
reading(p=0,00<0,05). Post-Hoc LSD Test is used to find out which students' opinions are different. In the 
consequence of this test, there is notable difference in favor of the students who read always. 
4. Results and Comments  
According to research results, there are notable differences among 5th  grade students' views about their self-
sufficiency perception related to  reading comprehension in favor of female students according to gender. 
There are notable differences in favor of children whose families buy newspaper and journal related to the 
condition of families' buying newspaper and journal. There are notable differences in favor of children who live in a 
rented house related to the living quarters. There are notable differences in favor of children whose families are 
doctor, civil servant and security guard related to families' occupation group. There are notable differences in favor 
of children whose families' level of income is more than 1000TL according to the factor of income level. There are 
notable differences in favor of children who read always according to the factor of the habit of reading. 
Self-efficacy perception can be defined as student's evaluation of his/her ability of doing work. This evaluation is 
the level of student's being sure about himself/herself. This research is very important, as it is the first research about 
associating self efficacy perception. According  to results, the factors such as gender, buying newspaper, the 
occupation of family, level of income and the habit of reading book are very important, as they affect positively the 
ability of students' reading comprehension, and self efficacy perception of reading comprehension. According to 
these results, it can be said that students' self efficiency perception of reading comprehension shapes according to 
socio-economic and cultural environment. It can be said that the student who has a positive self-efficacy perception 
of reading comprehension can be successful. It cannot be denied that self-efficacy perception of reading 
comprehension affects the students' interest in all lessons, and school. 
With these results, it can be said that the socio-economic and cultural environment are important factors in 
shaping students' success. It is in question that the socio-economic environment, social, cultural and educational 
circumstances affect the ability of language, and the level of intelligence. ''The more level income a family has, the 
more successful a student is at school'' (ùengönül:1995).It is found with many researches that there is a high level of 
relationship between students' reading comprehension, ability of language, and their socio-economic, cultural 
environment. (Brenstain:1961, Avcıo÷lu:2000, Coúkun:2002,  Bacanlı:2000, Temur:2006, Akyol:2005, Çiftçi and 
Temizyürek:2008) The conclusions from these researches are important in terms of questioning the relationship 
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between students' socio-economic circumstances and self-sufficiency perception of reading comprehension. It is 
suggested that teachers and families behave consciously towards students about this reality. 
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